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Welcome to William Blake’s universe!
But now who actually was William Blake?

This is a graphic novel by Noélle Kréger (*1997) about the nonconformist
and talented artist and poet who lived and worked in London from 1757 to
1827. We invite you to immerse yourself in his story and get to know Blake
as a person and artist of his time.

What is your impression of William Blake in the graphic novel? And how do
you see him through his art in this exhibition? Does your view and percep-
tion of Blake’s paintings change after you have learned more about him?

Would you like to find out more about the various works of art? Then use
the free audio guide for adults and children in the Hamburger Kunsthalle
app! Here, the variable fantasy creature Los, who originates from Blake’s
work and gives artists their power of imagination, accompanies you through
the exhibition. In some of the artworks, you can see Los in one of the forms
in which he appeared to Blake.

Have fun discovering, experiencing and exploring Blake’s universe!
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BLAKE LIVED IN TUMULTUOUS TIMES,
FULL OF WARS, REVOLUTIONS AND
INDUSTRIAL CHANGES.

MARGARET

WILLIAM CATHERINE

*1357 ELIZABETH
IN LONDON) 1




HOWWAS (T
OUTSIDE?

THERE WAS
AN ANGEL
SITTING UNDER
ATREE.

WHAT
ARE WE GOING HIS IMAGINATION
: TODOWITH { IS GETTING THE
| POOR WILLIAM, 3 BETTER OF HIM AND
= JAMES? NOW HE EVEN WANTS
. i TO BEAN
ARTIST.

HIM. MAYBE THEN
HE WON’T SEE
AS MANY
ANGELS.




HENRY

PARS” FAMOUS
DRAWING SCHOOL

THEN .
THE ROYAL
ACADEMY
OF ARTS

APPRENTICESHIP SEARe
AS AN ENGRAVER oLD
WITH JAMES BASIRE

BLAKE WAS
STILL SEEING ANGELS.

THE FACT THAT HE WAS
DRAWING MEDIEVAL TOMBS DURING
HIS TRAINING DIDN’T

EXACTLY HELP.




SHOW IT TO
ME, MR. BLAKE.

AS USUAL.
YOUR LINES ARE

TOO FLUID. THE ANATOMY

IS WRONSG.-

IT 1S MY PRIDE,
MY DAMNED, NATIVE,
UNCONQUERABLE

PRIDE, THAT =
PLUNGES ME INTO ‘ R (’ 4
DISTRACTION. \

WILLIAM e
BLAKE. A\
y
J0HN :
FLAXMAN. HOW
DO YOU DO?




FOR LIFE.

J0HN AND WILLIAM
REMAINED FRIENDS

1D STILL
GO OLUT WITH

A FEW WEEKS

I LATER.. b OH WILLIAM,
[ KNOW YOU'RE
STILL UPSET, BUT
STRAIGHTEN
YOURSELF OUT.

DON’'T
EMBARRASS
YOUR MUM AT THE

BOUCHERS.

... BUT WE'RE
NOT GETTING

.. AND -rHA'r'sR X :
WHY | NJO LONGE! e
BELIEVE I\ LOVE. g N;,'g\,%;é';e’
3 FOOL TO
CRY OVER
SOMEONE
LIKE THAT:

MY HEART

IS FORENER
BROKEN.

CATHERINE BOUCHER,
DO YOU FEEL SORRY
FOR ME?

IN FACT, | DO.
[PITY You,
WILLIAM.

THEN
1MUST
LOVE Yov,
CATHERINE.

WILLIAM BLAKE AND CATHERINE BOUCHER MARRIED
ON N& AUGUST N782.




LL PRINT
IT STRAIGHT

CATHERINE!

THE PLATE
IS READY.

I'VE ALREADY
POLISHED THE
COPPER PLATE.

YESTERDAY'S
PRINTS.

HOW WOouLD
YOU UKE [T IF MY
BROTHER ROBERT




DAYS LATER ...

PLEASE
WILLIAM.

YOU HAVE
TO KEEP WORKING.

THESE COMMISSIONS
TO SURVIVE.




AND FINALLY: AS A GUEST OF THE PUBLISHER JOSEPH JOHNSON ...

RO-ROBERT?

[AM
DELIGHTED
TO INTRODUCE YOU ALL
TO WILLIAM

s MARY
WILLIAM  WOLLSTONECRAFT |

THE PLEASURE = GODWIN C(WOMEN'S RIGHTS
1S ALL Mive! \ 8 . ‘

THIS
WAY You
CAN COMBINE
IMAGE AND TEXT
DIRECTLY ON THE
COPPER PLATES.

b 7
THIS UNIQUE () PRINTING TECHNIQUE MARKED
THE BEGINNING OF BLAKE’S MOST PRODUCTIVE CREATINE
PHASE FOR HIS OWN POETRY AND ART!

PLEASE
FOLLOW ME ...




ITALL
BEGINS WITH

URIZEN ...

... THE CREATOR
OF THE MATERIAL
WORLD!

AND ALONG
WITH IT A RIGID
ORDER.

BUT THE
FRENCH
REVOLUTION IS
APPROACHING...

BUT THERE
1S STILL ORC!

GOD’S, | MEAN URRREN'S
ADVERSARY!

STILL HIDDEN
8y ENITHARMON,

THE INSTITUTION
OF THE CHURCH.

| SOMETIMES
DEPICT ORC AS
A SNAKE.




... AND THERE’S
NO STOPPING IT.

MATICAL
RIENS MATHE
S ecsoN =

AS ALWAYS
VERY EXCITING.

BUT CERTAINLY
VERY HARD TO SELL.

YESI TOO
SURBTLE FOR
RADICALS AND TOO
RADICAL FOR THE

BOURGEOIS.

I THINK IT'S ~ THANK.YOu
OUTSTANDING! MR FUSELI, %’:\}Q"_\‘f

T

BLAKE EXPERIENCED MORE THAN ONE REVOLUTION. EVEN THOUGH

HE WAS SYMPATHETIC TO THEM), HE ALSO SAW THE DREAD.
IN 1300 HE WROTE TO JOHN FLAXMAN:

“... terrors appeard in the Heavens above

And in Hell beneath, & a mighty & awful change threatened the earth.
The American War began.

All its dark horrers passed before my face
Across the Atlantic to France. Then the French
Revolution commenc'd. in thick clouds.”




1809: pr—

Pz L

MAILFOR ) |
YOUl /i |
o

/" THe RoYAL
ACADEMY

TOO BAD
FOR THEM!

THEN THER
EXHIBITION WILL
SIMPLY BE WORSE.

THAT WOULDN'T
HAVE HAPPENED
TO FLAXMAN

AND FUSELLI!

THE TWO OF
THEM HAVE BE-
cOoME FAR TOO

sUccesFUL
FOR THAT.

OF TEN EVEN
PASS ME
COMMISSIONS!

1 DON’T
NEED THEIR
CHARITY!

ANDI
ADMIRE THEIR
ART!

BUT
|CAN AND
WANT TO MAKE
IT WITHOUT
THEM.

BUT YOU
REALLY DON'T NEED
THEM.




PLEASE FEEL
FREE TO TAKE THE
ACCOMPANYING
CATALOGUE.

' UNFORTUNATELY, 3
%{;HH%'E? AS ALWAYS, | WON'T BE ABLE
TOO. TO SAY ANYTHING NICE.

| ALWAYS
Al DON’T BE
LOO‘II'(OF?ORU\AA < OFFENDED.

CRITIQUES.

¥

i

BLAKE?

M p—
: MR,




WELL ... NO UNFORTUNATELY, EVEN AFTER THE HAMBURG REVIEW, BLAKE REMAINED UNKNOWN.
PROBLEM. AND SO, AT THE ART DEALER. “COLNAGHI&CO" ... 5

MR.CRABB
ROBINSON.
JOURNALIST.

MR. BLAKE.

THE ARTIST.

MORNING,
MR. BLAKE!

ARE YOV
BRINGING US SOMETHING
FROM YOUR COLLECTION
AGAN?

1 INTEND
TO PUBLISH
AREVIEW ; '

OF YOUR, . S 4 N .
EXHIBITION > : X

IN HAMBURG.

| HAVE CONTACTS
1N HAMBURG.

ADURER
OR REMBRANDT
PERHAPS?

.. OF THIS
EXTRAORDINARY
MAN ...

... IN ' WHOM ALL THE
INGREDIENTS OF GREATNESS ...
MURMUR ... ARE INDISPUTABLY
FOUND!

THIS IS
FANTASTIC,
WILLIAM.




WILLIAM AND CATHERINE WERE LIVING IN POVERTY. WILLIAM WITHDREW
MORE AND MORE FROM PUBLIC LIFE.




BLAKE COULD THINK WHAT HE LIKED OF THIS GROUP OF YOUNG ARTISTS.
LINNELL IN PARTICULAR WAS A FREQUENT GUEST AND ARRANGED
SEVERAL COMMISSIONS FOR HIM.

" . £ Z3
- VOUQ%&‘S‘NERS? EVER SINCE
: FLAXMAN
] - 8 THeFRONT \ ILLUSTRATED
? '{ DANTE, IVE
E % Y g BEEN WAITING
y‘s i 3 FOR A DANTE

COMMISSION,

i) N L i T
e
: V LINNELL WouLb LIKE ALRIGHT.
TO INTRODUCE US TO MR, BLAKE.
\ ' /V =
o6 S
3) C Y ©) >\ AT

'
'. =4 /
19

E€DWARD
SAMUEL JOHN
PALMER GEORGE CALLORY
RICHMOND LnNELL

GREAT ADMIRERS
OF YOURS.

AND WE’'RE

INSPIRED BY ‘
WE WANT ™ :
THE MIDDLE AGES TO INCORPORATE .. ~ /
SLIRE THESE INFLUENCES o —~ \
INTO OUR ™t MW‘
LANDSCAPE e
PAINTING TO N,
COMBINE GOD THIS COMMISSION "\

AND NATURE! WAS TO BE BLAKE'S FINAL ONE.




YOU STILL
HAVE AFEVER. y

YOU FOR COMING.

OF COURSE.
HOW ISHE?

HE
STOPPED
TALKING
AWHILE
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Noélle Kréger (*1997, he/she) is a Hamburg-based comic artist. There she completed her BA and MA in illustra-

tion at the University of Applied Sciences (HAW) Hamburg. “Good Person Trouble” was published in the USA by
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“Meute”, which was a finalist for the Berthold Leibinger Comic Prize 2024.
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